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Foremost among these malcontents was the Mar-
shal Duke of Biron, the inheritor of his father's
ambition, vanity and martial reputation. If miser-
liness and ingratitude were defects in Henry's
character, he had not shown them in his treatment
of the companion-in-arms whose life he had twice
saved in battle at the risk of his own. He had made
him Marshal, Duke, and Peer of France, Governor
of the wealthy and important frontier province of
Burgundy. But no rewards appeared adequate to
Biron's extravagant estimate of his deserts, no wealth
could fill the bottomless purse of an inveterate
gambler and spendthrift. Biron liked to boast that
his own and his father's services had given the King
his crown, and made no secret of his disgust that he
was not all powerful at Court. His need of money
was as well known as his extravagant ambition, and
he became the dupe of alchemists and of adepts in
occult sciences, who fooled him with the prospect
of boundless wealth and high fortune.

The Duke of Savoy found such a man a willing
recipient of a part of the treasure he had brought for
the corruption of the French Court, and ready to
incline his ear to any scheme which implied his own
aggrandisement. One La Fin, an adventurer and
charlatan, who, after wasting his own substance in
the pursuit of the philosopher's stone, had acquired
the confidence of the Marshal by his skill in alchemy,
astrology and magic, conducted the negotiations
between him and Charles Emmanuel. Nothing defin-
ite was settled before the war of 1600. The support

of Spain was indispensable to the confederates, but
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